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Welcome to BELS!

The Board of Editors in the Life Sciences (BELS) was founded in 1991 to evaluate the proficiency of manuscript editors in the life sciences and to award credentials similar to those obtainable in other professions.

Potential employers and clients of manuscript editors usually have no objective way to assess the proficiency of editors. For their part, editors are frustrated by the difficulty of demonstrating their ability. That is why both employers and editors so often resort to personal references or ad hoc tests, not always with satisfactory results. The need for an objective test of editorial skill has long been recognized.

To meet that need, the Board of Editors in the Life Sciences (BELS) developed a process for testing and evaluating proficiency in editing in the life sciences. The Board administers two examinations–one for certification and one for diplomate status. The examinations, written by senior life-science editors assisted by testing experts, focus on the principles and practices of scientific editing in English.






Why certification for editors?

	To provide qualified manuscript editors in the life sciences a way to demonstrate their editorial proficiency.
	To provide employers and clients of manuscript editors in the life sciences a way to identify proficient editors.
	To establish a standard of proficiency in editing in the life sciences.


To be eligible for BELS certification, you must usually have a bachelor's degree or equivalent from an accredited academic institution and at least 2 years of experience as a manuscript editor in the life sciences. A manuscript editor is defined here as one who is concerned not only with the form but with the intellectual content of a manuscript.


Find a Board-Certified Editor



Become a Board-Certified Editor





Reach the next level! 
Earn your diplomate status.

The diplomate program is designed for BELS-certified editors who have had extensive experience in scientific communication in English and who are highly proficient.

The Board of Editors in the Life Sciences (BELS) awards diplomate status to BELS-certified editors who pass the diplomate examination. Achievement of diplomate status indicates that an editor has demonstrated exceptional editorial proficiency, reflecting greater mastery of editorial skills and knowledge than required for certification as an Editor in the Life Sciences (ELS).

To be eligible for diplomate status, the candidate must have been a BELS-certified editor for at least 2 years and be able to document at least 6 years of editorial experience.
 

Learn More
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					Quick Links

		            	Become a Member
	Member Resources
	Earn Your Certification
	Certification Maintenance
	My Credit Tracker
	Find an Editor

		

			
					Latest News

		            Take the BELS DEI Survey by April 11

Certification Maintenance: Effective Jan. 1, 2024

Now Available: Certification Maintenance Town Hall Recording

Exclusive Members-Only Discounts

		

			
					Poll

		            

	
			Which sentence is most likely to be misunderstood?		
	
				
						
						
						
							The patients presented with varying clinical manifestations.						
					
	
						
						
						
							The egret provoked fish to leap into the air like shimmering water sprouts.						
					
	
						
						
						
							Invariably, the park has its detractors.						
					
	
						
						
						
							Delays caused pipeline companies to abandon projects all together.						
					


		
	
			
				
				 
				
			

		



	
	
	
	
		

			
					Upcoming Events

		            	Tue Apr 16, 2024BELS Professional Development Webinar: Freelancing for AllCategory: Professional Development


	Mon Apr 22, 2024BELS Virtual Members-Only Social Event: Special Presentation: Fostering a Growth MindsetCategory: Events


	Thu May 23, 2024BELS Virtual Members-Only Social Event: Music to My Ears: Finding Harmony in Work and LifeCategory: Events




View Full Calendar
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Mission: To maintain and promote a standard of proficiency in editing in the life sciences.

Vision: To improve communication in the life sciences through certification that supports the role and value of editorial professionals.
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